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Mission Statement 
The Hillsboro Chamber of Commerce exists to advance the commercial, agricultural, industrial and 

civic interest of the City of Hillsboro and greater Montomery county.  

 Greetings! As summer quickly approaches 

and your schedules start to fill up, be sure to keep 

slots open for the many exciting events going on 

at The Chamber. The Chamberôs business  After 

Hours will take place Thursday, June 10 from 5-

7:00 p.m. at Forseeôs Vineyard and Winery.  Little 

Italyôs Pizza will provide appetizing food while 

you sip on some of the delicious local wine and 

enjoy the outdoor atmosphere that Forseeôs has to 

offer.  All Chamber members are encouraged to 

attend.  After Hours presents a great opportunity to 

network with other members, make new  

contacts, and to have a good time!          

                There is still time to sign your team up 

for the 5th Annual Golden Grille Challenge.  Grab 

your grill , dust off that family recipe, and compete 

in this annual competition on Fatherôs Day  

weekend, Saturday, July 19.  You can obtain your 

application at the Chamber office, the Journal-

News or online at hillsborochamber.net.  

                I would also like to take this opportunity 

to remind all of you how important it is to be an 

active member of the Chamber.  As with most  

organizations, the more effort you put into The 

Chamber, the more you will benefit from it.  As 

members become more involved in Chamber  

committees, they are given a chance to have an 

impact on the business environment in the  

Hillsboro area,  increase awareness of their busi-

ness, and make excellent contacts. There are many 

opportunities for involvement within   
     continued on page 2 

A message from the  

President 

Agribusiness Pork Patty 

Fundraiser a Success! 
 It was a perfect day as the Agribusiness 

committee held their pork patty fundraiser on  

Friday, May 28 in the Hillsboro Banking Center 

parking lot. People came out in droves and 400 

patties were sold. Over $1,100 was raised for 

the Agribusiness Career Scholarship.  The 

scholarship was created to assist youth in  

Montgomery County pursuing a degree and  

career in agricultural industries.   
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Calendar of Events 

Thursday, June 3 Farmerôs Market 

4:00-7:00pm 

 

Thursday, June 10 Business After Hours 

5:00-7:00 pm  Forseeôs Vineyard & Winery 

 

Thursday, June 10 Farmerôs Market 

4:00-7:00pm 

 

Thursday, June 17 Farmerôs Market 

4:00-7:00pm 

 

Friday, June 18 Chamber Monthly Meeting 
12:00 noon  Country Club (upstairs) 

 

Saturday, June 19 Golden Grille Challenge 

   Lincoln Plaza 

 

Sunday, June 13 Second Sunday Concerts 

6:00 ï8:00pm  Lincoln Plaza 

 

Thursday, June 14 Farmerôs Market 

4:00-7:00pm 

 

Thursday, June 24 Farmerôs Market  

4:00-7:00 pm 

 Are you or someone you know College 

Bound? Open a Free Checking with National Bank 

and as our gift to you, we will deposit $10.00 into 

your new student account. Our Free Checking  

includes a Visa Debit/ATM card, 50 free checks, Free 

Online Banking, and more; all with no monthly  

service charge. 

 Call us at 800-717-3991 or stop by for full 

details. Some restrictions apply. National Bank, Your 

Bank for the Future.  Member FDIC 

 

Sponsored By 

Hillsboro Chamber of Commerce  
www.Hillsborochamber.net  

Thursdays  

From 4:00 to 7:00pm  

Downtown on The  Plaza  

Hillsboro  

Farmers Market  

Shopping at the Farmerôs Market  

supports our local farmers and 

strengthens our local community  

Presidentôs Message continued 
 

 The Chamber.   Inside this newsletter is a 

list of current committees with a brief descrip-

tion of each. Contact Lesley at the Chamber  

office for more information on the committee in 

which you are interested. 

 

Have a great summer! 

Gene  

Gene White, President 

Hillsboro Chamber of Commerce 
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Correction!  
 

In the last issue of Business Brief the 

new address printed for the Job Center 

was incorrect.  The Job Center can now 

be located at 11006 Airport in Litchfield 

with the same phone number  

217-324-2138 and fax 217-324-2644. 

Sorry for any confusion. 

 Registration is now 

open for competitors in 

this yearôs Golden Grille 

Challenge, which will be 

held on Saturday, June 19, 

on the Lincoln Plaza in  

downtown Hillsboro.  The 

fifth annual contest is  

being sponsored by the 

Hil lsboro 2000 and  

Beyond Committee of the 

Hillsboro Chamber of 

Commerce.  Registration 

forms are available at The 

Journal-News office, 431 

South Main Street, and the  

Chamber of Commerce 

office, 447 S. Main Street. 

A $10 entry fee is due at the time of registration to cover 

the cost of the temporary food permits.   

 Last yearôs reigning champs, The Journal-News 

team, will return to defend their title, with  

several old favorites and new entrants adding to the fun 

this year.  

 In addition to The Journal-News, other teams 

signed up include Montgomery County Circuit Clerk 

Holly Lemons, the Hillsboro Breakfast Sertoma Club, the 

Orpheum Theatre, Mike Ryan and Gene White, and 

Chandler Brothers Pizza Man in Litchfield. 

 Samples will be 

sold beginning at 11 

a.m. for 50 cents each, 

with a limit of two  

entrees per contestant.  

Cash prizes will also be 

awarded this year in-

cluding $100 for Judgesô 

Choice, $50 for  

Showmanship and $25 

for Peopleôs Choice.   

 Aprons will be 

awarded to winners in 

each category, and the 

Judgesô Choice winner 

will receive the Golden 

Grille traveling trophy, 

currently on display at 

The Journal-News office. 

 Members of the Hillsboro 200 and Beyond  

Committee will be on hand to sell soda and water on site, 

and proceeds from the ticket sales will be split between 

competitors and the committee.  

 Funds received by the committee will help offset 

costs for the Christmas lighting along Main Street. 

 For more information about the Golden Grille 

Challenge, contact Susie Galer or Mary Herschelman at 

The Journal-News, (217) 532-3933. 

Grillers Get Ready for Annual Competition 
Courtesy of The Journal-News 

 

New competitors Mike Ryan and Gene White, at left, are trying to overthrow 

current Golden Grille champions John Galer and Mike Plunkett of The  

Journal-News team. This year's event will be held on Saturday, June 19, on the 

Lincoln Plaza in downtown Hillsboro, and there's still plenty of time for teams to 

get registered to participate. Journal-News Photo 

Thursdays  

From 4:00 to 7:00pm   This month, the Central Illinois Community 

Blood Center announce that it will merge with the  

Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center.  The 

CICBC will serve 73 hospitals with 165,000 units 

annually.  CICBC will be a 500-employee not-for-

profit organization.  No jobs will be lost, there are 

no pay cuts, and no one will be forced to 

move.  They will still retain the name of the  

Central Illinois Community Blood Center in the 

central Illinois region.  If you have any questions, 

contact Jessica at 1-866-GIVE-BLD.  

A Perfect Match 
Central Illinois Community Blood  

Center merges with  

Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center 



QUADCOUNTY  

Hospice · Home Health Agency 
Home Medical Supplies & Equipment Inc. 

433 S. Main Street, Hillsboro · 217-532-2560 

1 Huber Street, Pana · 217-562-6380 

Serving Shelby, Christian, Fayette, and Montgomery 

Counties 

Medicare/Medicaid Certified · Licensed by the State of Illinois  
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Chamber Members Tour 

Hospital Renovations 
Courtesy of The Journal-News 

About 20 members of the Hillsboro Chamber 

of Commerce were treated to a sneak peek of 

the renovations at Hillsboro Area Hospital dur-

ing their monthly meeting on Friday, May 21. 

President and CEO of Hillsboro Area Hospital 

Rex Brown welcomed the members, and the 

hospital also provided lunch for everyone in  

attendance. 

Deehan Rives, Supervisor of Staff Health and 

Infection Control talked about many of the envi-

ronmentally friendly or "green"  

aspects of the new facility, through the LEED 

program (Leadership in Energy and Environ-

mental Design). 

Following the presentation, David Harrison, 

Vice President of Patient Care Services, led 

members on a tour of the new renovations. 

Door prizes for this month's meeting were do-

nated by White and Associates. The next meet-

ing of the Hillsboro Chamber of  

Commerce will be held on Friday, June 18, at 

noon. 

The next After Hours will be Thursday, June 

10, at Forsee's Vineyards and Winery. That 

event is being co-sponsored by Little Italy's. 

 Volunteers are needed to help with the 

Farmerôs Market on Thursday nights.  Respon-

sibilities include welcoming the vendors,  

collecting the vendor fee, then assuring  

vendors have cleaned up properly.   

 The 2000 & Beyond committee is also 

seeking volunteers to sell sample tickets and 

soda at the Golden Grille Challenge.  Please 

show your support by donating a couple hours 

of your time. Call 532-3711 for more info.  


